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Reuse of an Abandoned Mine SiteReuse of an Abandoned Mine Site

A Brownfields ApproachA Brownfields Approach











Idaho Parks &       Idaho Parks &       
Recreation           Recreation           
Department VisionDepartment Vision

Develop Bayhorse Mining District Develop Bayhorse Mining District 
into a  recreational use areainto a  recreational use area

Stabilize Bayhorse Townsite and   Stabilize Bayhorse Townsite and   
mining trails for public usemining trails for public use



Idaho Parks and RecreationIdaho Parks and Recreation
OwnerOwner

Idaho Department of Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality Environmental Quality 

Environment and BrownfieldsEnvironment and Brownfields

EPA Region 10 EPA Region 10 -- BrownfieldsBrownfields

Forest Service/BLM Forest Service/BLM 
Adjacent land ownersAdjacent land owners



Brownfields ProcessBrownfields Process

•• Voluntary Cleanup PlanVoluntary Cleanup Plan
•• Work PlanWork Plan
•• Public CommentPublic Comment
•• Monitoring PlanMonitoring Plan
•• Closure ReportClosure Report



FundingFunding

Three Brownfields Grants - $200,000 each
State Funding - $500,000
Important Factors –

1. Believable recovery and use
2. State/EPA behind to project
3. Upfront Brownfields soliciting
4. Creditable technical approach
5. Part of larger vision



VCP ComponentsVCP Components

•• Human Health Risk AssessmentHuman Health Risk Assessment
•• Biological AssessmentBiological Assessment
•• Material Control StrategyMaterial Control Strategy
•• Bayhorse Creek ProtectionBayhorse Creek Protection
•• Cultural Resources AssessmentCultural Resources Assessment



Risk Management PlanRisk Management Plan

•• Site CharacterizationSite Characterization
•• Human Health Risk AssessmentHuman Health Risk Assessment
•• Strategy for Recreational UseStrategy for Recreational Use









Work Plan and Design Work Plan and Design 
ComponentsComponents

•• Bayhorse Creek stabilizationBayhorse Creek stabilization
•• Tailings Pile regrade and coverTailings Pile regrade and cover
•• Slag Pile disposal site and coverSlag Pile disposal site and cover
•• Bridge Bridge –– Vehicle and ATVVehicle and ATV
•• Trail system remediationTrail system remediation--

barriers, fencesbarriers, fences
•• Local drainageLocal drainage











Many historic buildings and features Many historic buildings and features 
throughout the town sitethroughout the town site



VCP and Work Plan/VCP and Work Plan/
Design Approach Design Approach 

üü Tailings Pile: Grade and E.T. Cover SystemTailings Pile: Grade and E.T. Cover System
üü Slag Pile: Asphalt Cover and Drain SystemSlag Pile: Asphalt Cover and Drain System
üü Trail System: Soil/Gravel Barriers & FencingTrail System: Soil/Gravel Barriers & Fencing
üü Control AccessControl Access
üü Control DustControl Dust
üü Control Water/Sediment DischargesControl Water/Sediment Discharges
üü Control Human ContactControl Human Contact



EXISTING TAILINGS 
PILE ALONG 
BAYHORSE CREEK
EXIST GRADE 1:1
NEW GRADE 3:1



EXISTING SLAG 
PILE ALONG 
BAYHORSE 
CREEK
EXIST GRADE 1:1
NEW GRADE 2:1
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TAILINGS PILE

SLAG PILE 
(PARKING LOT)
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BAYHORSE ROAD

CARETAKER’S CARETAKER’S 
CABINCABIN

VISITORVISITOR
CENTERCENTER

FUTURE BRIDGE

EXISTING BRIDGE



EXISTING EXISTING 
ROAD/TRAILROAD/TRAIL

ON THE TOWNSITEON THE TOWNSITE









Stream StabilizationStream Stabilization





Trail system to control exposureTrail system to control exposure
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Thank YouThank You


