Public versus Private Faces of Gender:
A Feminist perspective of Gender Roles on the
Late Victorian Montana Mining Frontier
By: Marta A. Timmons
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Coloma, “The Mystery Camp of The Garnets” e
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Coloma Archaeological Project
Photograph by Rose Campbell
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1852 - Discovery of Gold in Montana
1867 - Gold Discovered at Garnet
- 1868 - Mammoth Lode Discovered
1885 - Cato Mill Operational
- 1890 - Mammoth Gold Mining Company
- Acquired the Mammoth Mine
- 1893 - Six Hard Rock Mines in Operation

1894 - Mammoth Mill Purchased &3 }fL #
1895 - First References to the Town of Coloma = Sl oy Ay i
1896 - Coloma and Garnet are Linked by Road ] ool & ff 1\ [3
1898 - Road is widened for wagons Mt Bald O N
- Mammoth Mine Defaults on its Loans B, W i ’“-ﬁ 5
1900 - Mammoth Mine Reopens L dl | K gl AL
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PN Coloma Timeline, continued -
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11905 - Mammoth Mine Reports Coloma School House, circa 1902-04
Significant Water on All Levels, -
350 Through 150 Levels
Underwater, $500,000
: of Blocked Out Ore Inaccessible
1906 Mammoth Mill Returns to '
_ Operation
1907 - Mammoth Jr Claim Filed
1908 - Coloma Post Office Closes
1910 - Dewatering Tunnel Underway
1916 - Last Deep Mining Ceases at

Start of WWI
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- 1916 - 1950 Coloma Mines are | : _,__:_f:.
_Sporadically Operational at Shalla
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The Coloma Archaeological
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Coloma Feature Map in 2005

Coloma, MT
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Oral Histories
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2006 Field Season ~
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Feature 300, Depression Era Dump
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2007 Field Season ~
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Feature 172, 1890’ s town Dump

Feature 131, Residence

Coloma Archaeological Project
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2008 Field Season ~

Feature 131, Residence

Coloma Archaeological Project
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2009 Field Season ~
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Coloma Archaeological Project

Coloma Archaeological Project Coloma Archaeological Project E
Photographs by Rose Campbell
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Comet Mine
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Work to be completed ~
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Final Oral Histories and Archival Research

"-_.Artifact Analysis for a Cross Community Comparison

Construction of a Final Feature Map and its Integration with the
GIS and Laser Scanner Data

Rectifying the Prior Cultural Inventories with the Feature Map
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A Cross Community

' Garnet Montana, 1898
Study -

Leipheimer Collection

- From a inclusive
feminist perspective.

Kenneth Brown Collection



A Feminist Approach
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An Inclusive Feminist Approach — Assuming no
“Fixed singular universal role” spencer-wood 1996:403

“Consider the possible diversity, complexity, and
flexibility in gender relationships” spencer-wood 1996:402

A focus on individual female agency
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: Research Goals and Questions

* 1. Develop a Detailed History for Coloma

2. Document Coloma’ s Cultural and Geographic Features

:3. Locate and Identify the Chamberlain House

4. A Cross Community study of Coloma and Garnet

N s Community Level Expressions of Gender

6. Public and Private Spaces / Victorian Assumptions
._Q
7. Gender Roles on the Frontier
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Research Methods

A R e R S T SR

Communlty Study Approach
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Testing Around Features Feature Excavation

§ Archival Research Missing Building Identification

| Remote sensing survey Artifact Cataloging & Curation

Contour and Road Mapping A itact Conservation

Mapping of Cultural Features Photographs

Structure Recording Zooarchaeological Analysis

Quality Assurance



Magnetic Map of Sand Hill Cemetery
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Feature 52, The Moss House
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Resistivity Experiments at Sandhill Cemetery: 6/24/2008
Elecirical Resistivity Experiments at Coloma, &/17/2008

Equipmeal, sofiware , general profocok
*  lris Insinenents M4 chesmel autemmatic switching o {aka the 5
Syscal Kad)
& M electrdes spaced af 0.25 meters
* Dk collected for Wenner and dpoke -dpale elecrnde
m:l'l.l;m:l.uln
* %10 sincks {pveraging of muhiphe experiments) per elecinode

Eoup
*  Socking sepped when stsedard devistion dops bedow 3%
*  Prosys 1 software from Ias mstruments
s RESMINY v 1.4 mveruom enfiware from Geotomo Softwanse

Experime nis af the potential prave site
ﬁml.mwmmnk_mrn a

| deploved 24 clectrdes with in electmede w electrode spacing af typcal aangemest for medsuring
roughly 025 meters. Some intervals wese ofT by up i 20% doe o subsurfave resmbivity i obm-selers
rocks resiricting driving he eloctrodes imo the ground. Ceee placed
{he mmtrument tests the coniacts of cach elecirode pair and, afier all conlacts are good, conducts the
measurements, Once deploved, te Syscal Switch polls e electrode groups i a sumber of traditsonal

M

\f! smangements; | used the tradstional Wenner electrude arangemen| and nglic ated (he measurement thres
el e
The wood stake is the 137 electrode, & & meters on the resulis, The line (x=0) starts at
the fence on the right (nosh) and goes south 1.5 mesers with an electrode every 0.5 St B JRCE e B0 B
meeters. The clectrodes are deployed along the tape measure. Note that the next imape is __1',[5. e ¥ = 12 =
loaiking the other feasterly) direction, "
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Basinosdty i obrm Uit octirde spacing © 750 Fagure 1. Diepthy section {model) of nessstivity from the firt Wenner profile. Distssces o in melers

aned coldlor coniouirs ane Fesisinaty m obm-meters. This is the caloelsted subsur{ace resistivigy beneath
the potentinl grove site i determined from the first Wenner profile. The high nesistivity {rod) area m

Resistivity result {model) from a dipole-dipole armay in the NE comer of the Sandhill e in wheits Hhe shories s 275 moders i st the comirr of the sore il Bennah e i
Ceametery (lockirg cast). 1 is hard w imagine (hat the alternating biots ase fot graves aJower pesistivity sone which extesds 1o at least 084 m.muurmumu]:’ummw
given the other indicaors. It is a liotle purzling that some are highs, others lows. The higher resistivity prosnd i the sides and is lkely an okd excavation of sume sart {trench, prave, p).
fearre around & meters is sbout where the wees are. The feature o 10 meters seems w0 The scvind and third set of messunsments in this configurtian produced exsentially the s result

] cantirge w depeh but is too close 1o the edge of the results o be conclusive,




Data Analysis

Gender as a “Unit” of Analysis

How do researchers move from empirical
material culture to making inferences about
cultural abstractions such as gender and
community?

Or, as Chris Merritt so aptly put it, “Where
do you draw the lines? Where does Coloma
start, and Garnet end?” The same question _
applies to gender: Where do male and female

“forms” of material culture start and end? |
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- Where do male and female “forms™ of material
—=3 culture start and end; and how do archaeologists

make valid statements about gender from material culture?
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Gender Markers ~ Blacksmith

Shop, 1961
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-Even with the recent past, there are problems in

3 -identifying archaeological signatures of gender,

-specifically that of exclusivity of male or female use

Gender ideology predetermines

- gender roles and thus gendered
. artifacts. If gender ideology states
that men and not women

were miners, then all mining artifacts
are male.
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Statistical Models Identifying Over Whelming Male or
Female Artifacts ~

A R e R S T SR

(e.g., Spude 2005)
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Garnet School 1900 1st Grade Miss Woods

Luann Lelphelmer Collectlon
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Text ~ Oral History
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“PERSUASION

“Imen] have had every advantage of us in telling their story.
) S 5 Y

™ ducation has been theirs in so much Eighcr clegree; the
5 Pen has been in their hands. ] will not allow books to prove

angthing” (Austen 1818:242)
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~ (Rodgers, Richard and Oscar Hammerstein 1ll, 1959)
=T b N R E R v e ca — 2

‘-A_Iayered approach to gender using multiple lines of evidence ~

Gender markers in the Archaeological Record ~

Statistical models to identify use and gender ~

Text ~

Oral Histories ~

Women'’ s history in their own words ~
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Coloma,
circa 1900

~ Kenneth W. Brown Cp_lleclion_;'-'-f'
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Gender in the Archaeological Record
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(http://campus.lakeforest.edu/~ebner/peckbe/pioneerwom)

the presence of women had implications
beyond the demographic structure of
the population - Women’ s participation
influenced the economic base of the
settlement, the ways in which work was
organized; diet the appearance of the
homes, social activities and more -
Women were not only present in the
settlement, they actively and significantly
shaped the ways in which the community
operated and saw itself -Our focus on
men and machines has obscured the
complexities of gender on the frontier -
The impact of women, behind the public
face that is projected may be far more
extensive then reported in the male
produced written word -

(Susan Lawrence, 2003)
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— The Public vs Private dichotomy fails to account for women
who had working partnerships with their husbands -

i -

_-- E.. Ei: a e

Emma

e ERE S ) N S T i ey

Wolf, Montana circa 1900
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Moss House, Coloma MT 1904

’ Peterson, Moss Collection

Mary McKuen Moss and “Billie” 1904
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Anna Elmira “Billie” Moss, Coloma MT
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