
Faculty Senate Minutes 
2/22/2021 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
 

Zoom: Charie Faught (Chair), Peter Lucon (Vice-Chair), Atish Mitra (Secretary), John Ray, Tony Patrick, Bret Robertson, 
Dan Autenrieth, Courtney Young, Jackie Timmer, Matt Haynes, Ulana Holtz, Miriam Young, Matt Donnelly, Tamara Harp, 
Phil Curtiss, Katherine Zodrow, Sue Schrader 

 

 

Started @ 1:00pm, Quorum@ 1:05pm 

 

I. Welcome and Minutes (https://www.mtech.edu/facultystaff/facultysenate/minutes/index.html)  

Approvals for January 29, 2021 and February 12, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve, and seconded. PASSED. 

 Action Items 
II. CRC Items- None at this time 

 Informational Items 
 

III. Resolution follow up 
 
Chair:  Both resolutions discussed in the last meeting have been given to the administration, and they plan 
to discuss those in the upcoming executive committee meeting. Chair will follow up on this. These will be 
discussed at this semester’s full faculty meeting. 
 

 

IV. Teaching and Learning Center  
 
Chair:  The process has taken a step back. There is discussion about hiring another distance learning person. 
Senators: There was a continuation of last meeting’s discussion about whether online instruction methods 
can be continued after the pandemic is over. Right now, the students have options to attend over zoom or 
face to face, and it will be good to continue that. However, the issue of student engagement during online 
delivery lectures needs to be discussed. Multiple senators mentioned they would be more comfortable with 
online office hours in the future, in the context of new gun regulations, and suggested that the senate 
informs the administration of our “deep and profound” concern about future student-faculty and student-
student interactions. Chair: Will bring this to the administration.  Chair: possibilities (1) hire someone with 
specific skills to help us out (2) get faculty involved and share their skills. Senator reported that at some 
other universities any faculty member who had a training / course on teaching matters – shares their 

 Discussion Items 

https://www.mtech.edu/facultystaff/facultysenate/minutes/index.html


experience at their teaching and learning center.  Chair mentioned the paper “The hybrid campus” (see 
attached).  
 

V. Faculty/Staff Satisfaction Survey  
 
Chair: Last year there were separate faculty and staff surveys. This year the plan is to do a joint survey. Met 
briefly with staff senators – 3-4 people interested in working with us. Need few more volunteers from 
faculty senators to help with the effort. A current suggestion to discuss is – every alternate year to use the 
national survey on “great places to work”.  Senators interested in serving should email chair. 
 

VI. Activities and priorities for the upcoming year 
a. Faculty and Staff Recognition- roundtable 

None 
b. Strategic Planning 

Chair: Will seek feedback form for the “mission, vision and values” statement.” 
c. Fall semester planning 

None, but this will be a standing item for a while. 
d. Review of FS Standards as Compared to MTFA Standards for Instruction, Research and Scholarly Activity, 

and Service 
Chair: we already discussed that this will be a difficult task, and needs faculty input. If senators are 
interested, please contact chair. Or, we can section it off and discuss it during faculty senate meetings. 
 

VII. Other Items:  
Discussion about going back to live meetings: While virtual is good, possibly participation is better for live 
meetings. Senators: Mixed options are preferred. Decision to arrange the next meeting to be hybrid.  
 

Next meeting: Friday the 12th of March 

 

Motion to adjourn @ 1:50pm 
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